XXVI
German and French

We are just emerging from barbarism, and the arts are still
in their swaddling-clothes, but the French have already
covered some distance, and are a century ahead of us, above
all in every matter of consequence.

FREDERICK THE GREAT,  1746

Most of the German scholars were artisans, the French were
artists,                                     FREDERICK THE GREAT, 1775

A German physician (Herr Grimm), in his traveller's reminis-
cences, sneers at the French omniscience, as he calls it; but
this quality is not by a long way so inelegant as when it
occurs in a German, who commonly erects it into a ponderous
system, from which it is subsequently difficult to move him,
whereas in France a thing like mesmerism is a fashion for a
while, and soon afterwards has completely disappeared.

IMMANUEL KANT,  1790
#

Strive for the Grecian beauty, the Roman power !
Both have been yours : but never the Gallic verve !

FRIEDRICH SCHILLER,   1796
#

That which is done with in France, by the German is still

enacted :
Here the proudest of men flatters the mob and crawls.

WOLFGANG GOETHE,  1796
219